-The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. CONSTITUTION-

Constitution of the Fantastic Outstanding Ridiculously Entertaining Immigrant Geniuses with Narcissistic and Egotistical Rationale Squad 
(The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.)

Preamble

We, the members of the Fantastic Outstanding Ridiculously Entertaining Immigrant Geniuses with Narcissistic and Rationale Squad, also to be recognized in short as the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. do hereby establish this Constitution on 9/28/06 in order that our purpose be realized to its fullest extent.

Article I – Name

The name of the organization shall here by be known as “the Fantastic Outstanding Ridiculously Entertaining Immigrant Geniuses with Narcissistic and Egotistical Rationale Squad”. In short form, it shall be referred to as “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S”.

Article II – Purpose

1. The primary purpose of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” is to develop international and American relations through purely social and entertaining means.
2. “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” also wishes to promote tolerance of other cultures by showcasing cultures from all around the world through theme parties, movie nights, etc.
3. “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. understands and is committed to the fulfilling its responsibilities of abiding by the Old Dominion University’s policies.

Article III – Membership

Active membership shall be granted to students officially enrolled with the University (Undergraduate, graduate, part-time and full-time). In addition, the following requirements are necessary to constitute voting membership:

1. Payment in full of financial obligations as determined by the organization.

2. Attendance at 75% of all meetings during the semester (e.g. 3 out of 4 meetings).


3. Active participation in all activities sponsored by “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” unless the activities interfere with either a class or job.  

4. “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” openly admits students foreign to campus (see Article III, Section 6) to its membership and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, sex, national origin, sexual orientation, or political orientation.

5. Even if “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” openly admits all students foreign to the campus, students need to be officially registered with the organization in order to claim their official title of “F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”

6. Only students foreign to the Old Dominion University campus shall be admitted to “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”  Students born on campus who wish to become members of the organization will need to write an appeal letter to the Chancellor.  Exceptions will be made on case-by-case basis.

7. Students conceived on campus will also need to go through a similar appeal process as the one described in Article III, Section 6, although more leniency will be applied if it can be proven that the particular student was conceived in the heat of passion.


Article IV – Rules and Procedures for the Executive Cabinet

Officers of “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” must be full-time undergraduate students or full-time graduate students enrolled at the Old Dominion University.

1. The Executive Senate shall consist of one president, one vice president, a Ministry of Finance, a Budget Commissioner, a Secretary, an Events Coordinator, a Deputy Minister for Online Relations, and a Community Service Chair.

2. Eligibility is open to anyone who has served as a member of the organization for a full semester. Other requirements as established by the Office of Student Activities and Leadership must also be met.

3. Each elected officer shall serve for a full academic year – both spring and fall semesters.

4. Officers (including the president) are not allowed to bring or express any sort of political views to “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”

5. Officers are strictly not allowed to bring any sort of personal drama to the organization. All personal issues and conflicts must be resolved outside of the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.

6. The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. logo is strictly based on a random classification of countries all over the globe, not based on politics and therefore does not reflect the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. global political views.  Therefore, the logo must not be modified for political purposes.



Article V – Responsibilities of the Officers

MEETINGS ATTENDANCE: It is mandatory for the President, the Vice President, the Secretary & the Treasurer to attend all meetings.  The remaining officers are required to attend on a regular basis and when asked specifically by the President or the Vice-President. In addition, all officers are still responsible for keeping in touch regularly; reading and responding to meeting minutes, as well as, to keep the President updated on the development of their respective responsibilities.   

1. The President

a. The President will preside at all meetings of “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”

b. The President will maintain the power to appoint all committee chairpersons and auxiliary positions.

c. The President shall present all motions to the body present and shall be present at 90% of the events.

d. The President is responsible for communication between “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”, its advisory board, and the Office for Student Activity and Leadership.

e. The President is allowed to authorize any expenditure of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” funds for event planning and management.

f. The President should make sure that all rules, as established by Old Dominion University and the Office of Student Activities and Leadership, are complied and that the Old Dominion University protocol is followed.

g. The President is in charge of the “F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” email. 

h. The President is responsible for establishing weekly Executive Senate meetings.
2. The Vice President

a. Assist the President in every possible way.

b. Keep records of each officer in the organization

c. The Vice President will preside at all meetings of “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”

d. The Vice President will be acting as President in his/her absence and must have a day-to-day contact with each other.

e. The Vice President shall present all motions to the body present and shall be present at 90% of the events.

f. The Vice President is responsible for communication between “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”, its advisory board, and the Office for Student Activity and Leadership.

g. Talk to prospective members of the organization, and help them decide whether or not to join



3. The Ministry of Finance

a. Under the supervision of the President, Vice President, the Ministry of Finance shall handle all dues, accounts, expenditures, and the creation and maintenance of any necessary bank accounts

b. The Ministry of Finance shall be prepared to discuss at every meeting the financial situation of the organization, and have a financial report printed out for the officers at the end of each semester

c. The Ministry of Finance shall coordinate with the Budget Commissioner in order to recommend amounts of money to be charged for specific events

d. The Ministry of Finance shall coordinate with the Budget Commissioner to attend all of the House of Representative meetings conducted by the Students Government Association

e. The Ministry of Finance shall be responsible of the budget request and also attend the budget training.

f. The Ministry of Finance shall be prepared to perform any other tasks as designated by the President.



4. The Secretary

a. The Secretary shall keep an updated list of all voting and active members and new members

b. The Secretary is responsible of making sure that “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” online rosters are up to date as well as assisting the Ministry of Finance with the budget.

c. The Secretary shall keep minutes at every weekly meeting. A summary of each meeting is to be sent out to the officers within three business days. If deemed appropriate by the officers, the summary can be posted on “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” official website.

d. The Secretary shall inform the Deputy Minister for Online Relations of any changes/updates needed to the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. official website

e. The Secretary is responsible in booking (and also canceling) the rooms for meetings/events.

f. The Secretary shall be prepared to perform any other tasks as designated by the President.


5. The Minister of Graphic Design

a. The Minister of Graphic Design is responsible for the advertising of events: creating and putting up posters, setting up word-of-mouth networks (wiggio, Twitter, Facebook), etc.

b. The Minister of Graphic Design is responsible for coordinating with the Ambassador in order to advertise events to other clubs

c. The Minister of Graphic Design needs to be aware of what the members’ opinions are regarding “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” events and activities

d. The Minister of Graphic Design shall be prepared to perform any other tasks as designated by the President.




6. The Community Service Chair

a. The Community Service Chair is responsible of informing the officers about all the community service events available on campus.

b. The Community Service Chair is responsible of promoting and advertizing (collaborating with the Deputy Minister of Online Affairs) all the community service events available on campus.

c. The Community Service Chair shall attend all community service events that “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” members decide to take part of.

d. The Community Service Chair shall be prepared to perform any other tasks as designated by the President.


7.  The Events Coordinator

a. The Events Coordinator is responsible of planning and organizing all major events and activities in a manner that enhances the image of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” as an organization

b. The Events Coordinator is responsible for the safe and proper use of any University, Club, or other facility owned audio/visual equipment, including its safe and proper return

c. The Events Coordinator is responsible for the completion of all required forms necessary for the planning of events

d. The Events Coordinator shall periodically present to the Executive Senate various social events for members and guests

e. The Events Coordinator shall be prepared to perform any other tasks as designated by the President






Article VI – Auxiliary Positions

1. Ambassador

a. The Ambassador shall publicize “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” events and activities to their assigned club(s)

b. The Ambassador shall be the liaison with other on-campus club(s)’ in regard to any co-sponsored events and activities

c. The Ambassador should be the communication link between “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” and any other organization/club on campus

d. The Ambassador must attend the ‘House of representative’ meetings and promote “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” upcoming events to other organizations. 


e. The Minister of Graphic Design should promote all the organization and all its related events to Mace and Crown


f. The Ambassador should attend all the meetings related to the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. that are not internal to the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. and that are not presided by the President and Vice President.

g. The Ambassador shall be prepared to perform any other tasks as designated by the President or any other officers


2. Sports Officer

a. The Sports Captain needs to be aware of what the members’ opinions are regarding “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” sports events and intramural tournaments

b. The Sports Captain is responsible of creating sports teams for the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. for all sports that the organization is interested in

c. The Sports Captain is the communication link between all sports clubs on campus and “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”

d. The Sports Captain is responsible of maintaining the organization’s online Sports Blog (The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S. Sports Group)

e. The Sports Captain shall be prepared to perform any other tasks as designated by the President


3. Minister of Special Affairs

a. The Minister of Special Affairs shall be prepared to perform any other tasks as designated by the President

b. The Minister of Special Affairs shall be prepared to assist any other officer with their assigned task or responsibility




Article VII – Elections

1. Voting Eligibility

a. Those members meeting all requirements of active membership as set forth in Article II will be eligible to vote

b. Any eligible member may be nominated by another member or by themselves for any position on the Executive Senate

2. Election Process

a. All officers shall be elected by a majority of eligible members of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” In case of a tie, the candidates in question will participate in a runoff.  If the run off also results in a tie, the office shall be granted by the agreement of the President and Vice President.

b. All elections will be held on an annual basis on the first week of April of each academic year.

c. The President (or Vice President in case of absence) will take nominations from the floor, the nomination process must be closed and the motion seconded.

d. All voting shall be done by secret ballot, to be collected and tabulated by the outgoing Secretary and/or Ministry of Finance and one voting member of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”, appointed by one of the outgoing President.

e. The voting shall start with the lowest office first and continue through all the positions ending with the office of President.

f. Officers of the current term are required to ensure a smooth transition of power by educating the elected officers about their respective positions.

g. If more than 20% of the voting members did not reside throughout the whole election process, the election is void and must be repeated.

h.  Newly elected officers will assume office on the second week of April. Officers elected midterm will assume office immediately after their election.
					
3. Removal

Any officer of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” in violation of the organization’s purpose or constitution may be removed from office by the following process:

a. A written request by at least three members of the organization
b. Written notification to the officer of the request and asking the officer to be present at the next meeting prepared to speak in their own defense
c. Written notification to the membership
d. 75% of the officers must be in attendance to vote on removal of an officer. A two-thirds (2/3) majority is necessary to remove an officer


4. Replacement 

Should an officer resign or be removed, a special election will be held one week after written notification to all voting members. Midterm elections shall be concluded as specified in Article V, section 2.


5. Meetings
All meetings will occur on a bi-weekly basis or other regular basis at a time selected by “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” and will follow the procedures set forth below:
· Attendance
· Report by President
· Committee Reports
· Vote on all committee motions and decisions
· Any other business put forward by the members of the club
· Dismissal by the President


Article VIII – Finances
“The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” will finance the activities it engages in by the following means:
1. Membership dues, (appropriate amount set by “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”)

2. Fundraising

3. “The F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” will conduct all financial activities in accordance with university policy and place all funds in its university account.

Article IX – Amendments
This constitution is binding to all members of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”, but the constitution is not binding unto itself.
1. Amendments to the constitution may be proposed in writing by any voting member of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” at any meeting which two-third (2/3) of the officers are present.

2. The amendments will be placed on the agenda for the next regular meeting of the Executive Senate or other officer grouping.

3. Proposed amendments will become effective following approval of two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the outgoing officers.

4. A copy of the new constitution must be sent and approved by the founders of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.” and must also be posted on the official website of “the F.O.R.E.I.G.N.E.R.S.”

Bylaws





